Annual General Meeting

Queen’s Park Residents’ Association

Sunday, November 25, 2023  
1:30 PM at Bernie Legge Theatre 
Directors Present:  
Gail North, Kim Jansz, Tera Nicholson, Gail Ancill, Judi Mulvaney, Catherine Hutson, Victor Jhingan, Ronda Field, Beth McDonald
50+ residents along with 5 City Councillors in attendance (Tasha Henderson, Ruby Campbell, Daniel Fontaine, Paul Minhas, Jaimie McEvoy)

1. Call to order at 1:35 pm by Gail North, President  
· Quorum met

2. Adoption of Agenda

· Moved, seconded, carried to adopt agenda as circulated
3. Update:  Gail North, President

· Last year’s AGM was disappointing in that no city staff or councillors attended.  We were just out of an election which would account for some of that.  Compare that to this year with more than 5o residents and 5 councillors here.    

· President continues to attend council meetings on a regular basis and updates directors at our monthly meetings

· It is somewhat disappointing that many of the city’s committees have not been meeting regularly.   We did however receive notification recently that the community policing committee will once again be meeting.  It’s important for us to  be  aware of current issues with policing, not only in Queen’s Park, but throughout the city.

· Great to see the planting of many new trees on the Fifth Street boulevard to replace a number  that had been vandalized.  There are still concerns among QP residents regarding the loss of green space with the increase in densification.  Residents have expressed a desire to see more thoughtful density increase that plans around and preserves green space.

· A bright spot was a lively and busy Queen’s Park Garage sale this past May.  Long time sponsor, Dave Vallee, retired and there was some concern that the annual event wouldn’t happen but it came about and looks like it will carry on. 

4. Adoption of previous year’s AGM minutes (posted on QPRA website)

· Moved, seconded, carried to adopt previous year’s minutes
5. Financials Summary of 2023
· New Treasurer is Victor Jhingan
· Current bank balance of $1984.22
· $200 grant from the City is acknowledged and has been received
· Moved, seconded, and carried to adopt Treasurer’s report
6. Election of Board Members
· The current 10 directors are willing to stand for the next year.  They are:  Gail Ancill, Gail North, Victor Jhingan, Mike Daws, Ronda Field, Kim Jansz, Catherine Hutson, Beth McDonald (newest member who enjoys living in QP as an apartment dweller)
· Electoral procedures were explained

· No nominations from the floor so a motion was put forward to accept the current slate to stand for another year

· Moved, seconded, and adopted to carry on with the 10 current directors
7. Councillor Tasha Henderson 
· Councillor Henderson is the liaison to Council for the Queen’s Park Residents Association and she fielded questions from attendees.
· Questions raised regarding: 
· the lifting of the pause on HRA’s in QP; 
· lack of community consultation before this was done; 
· clearer guidelines around HRA’s was supposed to be part of the result of the pause but that hasn’t occurred so the problem still exists; 
· no idea yet as to what the impact of the new Provincial Zoning Regulations will be on HRA’s, HCA’s, or heritage in general.

· Changes in council operations make it harder for residents to present their ideas and concerns;
· City is moving from smaller, focused committees to a large, professionally facilitated 36 member Community Advisory Assembly.  Demographics will represent the city’s makeup (age, gender, % of renters, neighbourhood, etc).  This is a new/trial process so it remains to be seen how well it will work.

· Has the city considered reducing speed limits on all side streets (e.g. 30/km city wide).  Part of the problem is there is little traffic calming and even less enforcement of speed.  City is keen to increase safety and is studying impact of e scooters on sidewalks, extended school zone hours etc.

· Discussion around the loss of the recycling centre in New West and now having to travel across one of the most dangerous intersections to reach the new waste/recycling centre.  Request for more pop up recycling events.   

· Discussion re Meter Socket Adapters or Distributed Energy Resources as an alternative option to upgrading electrical panel.  This technology would make it easier and less expensive for owners of older homes to adopt greener solutions such as solar panels or EV charging.

8. Presentation  by Jim Wolf

· Jim provided an interesting and entertaining presentation on pattern book houses in New Westminster

· Some of the most iconic buildings in New West are actually based on patterns (Irving House, Galbraith House, etc)

· Some designs are slightly altered or flipped so they can be difficult to identify.  www.archive.org is a good place to start to look for house patterns.
Move to adjourn meeting at 3:30 p.m.

